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taught, and that he hardly dared to hope for Bap-
tism. The Neophyte replied: ‘‘ It is not lack of
memory which prevents thee from enjoying that hap-
piness; at first, I was in the same error; but I after-
wards found that, when one prays to God, he gives
understanding, and helps one to know what is neces-
sary in order to be baptized. I was also told that
there was no need of my knowing so many things,
but that I must have good will and a great desire to
truly obey God and not to offend him. It is not want
of understanding that I fear in thee, but the resolu-
tion to serve God all thy life, and never to leave my
daughter to marry another; consider whether thou
hast sufficient constancy for this.” The poor young
man bled at the nose, as they say; he could never
bring himself to enter the bond of an indissoluble
marriage. Now, observe that it was not the Neo-
phyte that related to us this proceeding, but the
young man himself, who afterwards sought to renew
the affair, but he has not yet succeeded therein. Oh
what trouble these marriages of the Savages will
give us! We have said enough of the [73] father;
let us now add a few words about his children. This
worthy man has had several; four remained to him.
This year, God has taken to himself the two young-
est,—so that he now has but one son, from twenty
to twenty-two years of age, and a daughter, of whom
we have just spoken, aged about eighteen. This
young man having gone up to the three Rivers last
winter, to go to war against their enemies, went
straight to stay with our Fathers, without any one
having advised him to do so. He told them that if
he were to dwell in the cabins of the Savages, he
would run the risk of offending God; that the ex-



